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Despite billions of federal dollars being
poured into Michigan’s unemployment benefits
program, the safety net for jobless workers
doesn’t stretch far or wide enough for a growing
number of residents as the state jobless rate hits
its highest mark in a quarter-century.

More than 232,000 jobless Michiganders —
34% of the unemployed — were not eligible for
benefits due to the program’s rules, many of
which were established decades ago.

Another major problem: A growing number
of unemployed residents are running out of the
benefits, even though payments have been ex-
tended several times.

The Michigan Unemployment Insurance
Agency estimates that between May and De-
cember, more than 99,000 Michiganders will
have exhausted their 79-week benefits. They
face a job market that’s expected to get only
worse as more auto plants close.

These problems are coming to a head as
Michigan’s unemployment rate soars. In May, it
climbed to 14.1%, the highest since July 1983.

“What are we going to do about that as a soci-
ety, as a government?” asked Rick McHugh, an
attorney for the National Employment LawPro-
ject, an advocacy group for low-wage and jobless
workers.

If Michigan changes a few of its rules, federal
money is available to help one group of unem-
ployed workers to obtain the benefits. But so far
business groups are resisting the move.
" JOBLESS MICHIGANDERS PUSH STATE TO CHANGE
TOUGH RULES ON UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS. 2A

No cash for some jobless
TOUGH RULES SLASH SAFETY NET

34% of out-of-work
Michiganders can’t
collect assistance
By KATHERINE YUNG
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER

REGINA H. BOONE/Detroit Free Press

Darryl Rasper, 39, of Washington Township filed for
unemployment benefits only to discover he wasn’t
eligible. Now the self-employed contractor spends
much of his time on the computer looking for a job.

Everyweek, Cynthia Pough of Detroitmakes sure
to sit in the pews early at Third New Hope Baptist
Church on the city’s west side.

“It inspires me,” Pough said after services Sun-
day. “It uplifts me, and keeps me going throughout
the whole week.”

For Pough and millions of African Americans in
metroDetroit andnationwide, theBaptist church is a
cornerstone of their lives and history.

But can the black Baptist church remain vital in
years to come?

It can — with some adjustments, say supporters
andexperts,whonote thatBaptists are still by far the
largest denomination among African Americans.

Beginning Monday, up to 40,000 people are ex-
pected to attend a five-day gathering across Detroit
of the National Baptist Convention USA, the biggest
black religious group in the United States.

“The African-American church … is always wres-
tling with the question of relevance,” said the Rev.
E.L. Branch, pastor at Third NewHope, host church
for the convention. Yet, he added, it “remains one of
the key anchors.”
" CHURCH PARTLY A VICTIM OF ITS OWN SUCCESS. 5A

Baptists
reach out, inspire

SUSAN TUSA/Detroit Free Press

The Rev. E.L. Branch, left, praises God on Sunday at Third New Hope Baptist Church in Detroit. Third New Hope, which
boasts 3,000 members, is the host church for the National Baptist Convention USA, which starts Monday in Detroit.

40,000 expected at convention in Detroit
By NIRAJ WARIKOO
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

People who have permits to
carry concealed weapons may
now walk or drive through
Michigan’s largest university
campus without fear of run-
ning afoul of a campus-wide
weapons ban.

Michigan State University
trustees voted 7-1 on Friday to
make that exception to avoid a
conflict with state law.

That’s not to say MSU stu-
dents or anyone else can take a
sidearm into the biology lab or

a fall football game. State law
bans weapons in buildings and
those with weapons must stay
outside, President Lou Anna
K. Simon said.

The issue was raised by
campuspolicewhohad to issue
citations to people with guns
during traffic stops, even if
those drivers had permits to
carry a concealed weapon.

The University of Michigan
continues to ban guns on cam-
pus.
" ISSUE RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT
LEGAL AUTHORITY. 5A

GUNS ON CAMPUS
By ROBIN ERB
FREE PRESS EDUCATION WRITER

You can carry at MSU, just not in buildings

Grosse Pointe South High School ice hockey
coachBobBopp,who took theBlueDevils to the
2007 state championship, was arraigned Fri-
day in Taylor District Court on seven felony
charges of sexual assault and child pornogra-
phy for alleged incidents in 2007-08.

Charged with three counts of first-degree
criminal sexual conduct, Bopp, 53, faces a pos-
sible life sentence, if convicted. He is also
charged with sexually abusive activity with a
child, a 20-year felony, and distributing ob-
scene material to a minor.

The charges stem froma reported sexual as-
sault in Taylor on a 16-year-old Farmington
Hills boy.

James R. McBee, 20, of Highland also was
charged. The men are being held without bond
in the Wayne County Jail.
" CHARGES SHOCK HOCKEY COMMUNITY. 5A

2004 photo by RASHAUN RUCKER/Detroit Free Press

Bob Bopp has been Grosse Pointe South High
School’s head hockey coach since 1992.

High school hockey
coach arrested on
child sex charges
By JOE SWICKARD
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Metro
COLLEGE COSTS

MSU hikes tuition for
next two school years

Tuition at Michigan State University
will rise 5.2% this fall and another 4.9% for
the 2010-2011 school year, trustees decided
Friday. 3A
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For a 5-day
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(4INFO)s-sunny, c-cloudy, pc-partly cloudy, sn-snow, r-rain, t-thunderstorms, f-fog, i-ice *By 6 p.m., not included in totals
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Auckland 53 44 s
Baghdad 109 84 s
Bangkok 93 75 t
Beijing 91 69 s
Bombay 91 84 t
Cairo 98 80 s
Dublin 62 42 pc
Frankfurt 68 48 r
Istanbul 80 64 s
Jakarta 86 77 pc

20 minutes to burn

Jerusalem 89 68 s
Karachi 95 82 pc
Lagos 84 73 t
Lima 68 59 pc
London 68 51 pc
Madrid 95 59 s
Manila 87 75 t
Mex. City 73 59 t
Montreal 77 62 pc
Moscow 66 46 r

Ottawa 77 62 pc
Paris 68 46 pc
Rio 78 60 pc
Rome 84 59 t
Seoul 77 68 r
Shanghai 91 80 t
Tehran 84 69 r
Tokyo 77 69 pc
Toronto 68 62 t
Vancouver 62 51 pc
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Friday's extremes:

72
Chance of
t-storms

81
Partly
sunny

Thursday 80/62.................... 6............ 0.00.............
Friday* 81/62....................... 6............ 0.41.............

Normal today 80/60............. 5............ 0.12.............
Record today 97 (1953).............. ........ 1.96 (1972).............

Monthly total .............. 27.................... 1.99...........
Monthly departure ...... -50.................... -0.25.........
Season total ................ .................... ...............
Yearly departure .......... -66.................... 0.29.........
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Moonrise:
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3:27 a.m.
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Needles, Calif., 102°; Copper Mountain, Colo., 28°

!"#$# %&&'&(() !*##+ %(&&',-&.)
$/0123456 67218 08 945 :59;<29 =;55 $;533

79 >%& ?@ A7B785995 C1D6@ :59;<29E F* G.,,>
$HI*J:*KLA $J#MLNH $L*: LM

:HMIJ*ME F* L+: L::*M*J+LA J==*KH#

!"#$%!$ &'

!"#$%&'( #'()*+' ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,-../012/00..
,,,, -../3456478

49)'($*#*:;,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0<0/===/=>..
5'?# $*@# ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0<0/===/AA..
B9*$%(*CD @C;',,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0<0/===/A2-0
8@%($# 9'@$,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0<0/===/AAA.
!"#$# %& !%'($)* OOO@B;55P@Q<RS;5P;2T93
+##,)- !#)$&%) . $/)"'%$)*
.((',G&'&(., <; OOO@B;55P@Q<RS0<<U39<;5
0#%& '(1#* OOO@659;<29R5627@Q<RSQ<T97Q9

(")* +*,-.*/0
)"#$(,0 /%$*'
!"#$ %&%'(%)(* '+ %(( %,*%-.

M4/S=;2S#/T P;2T9
V -'678 5'56292<T3
#/T678 <T18 P;2T9
V -'678 5'56292<T3
M4/S=;2S#/T P;2T9 <T18
M4/S=;2 P;2T9
V -'678 5'56292<T3
M4/S=;2S#/T 4<R5 6512D5;8
V R721 F<TSM/5S?56S#79

#*1''$%#+ /%$*'
:7218
#/T678

&2'2 )%-, "#,0 !"#$%&'()
+<9 37R5 678SF2Q4@
"#E </93265 F2Q4

! 4DD #"E#+(*@$*%:# C(' +%:$*:"%"#, F%('*;: (C$'# "@%:
('G"'#$, H:9'@':9':$ +%:$(C+$%( (C$'# &CI )C(I,
! J%#$&C#$'(K @D'C#' #':9 C99('## +LC:;'# $%M
NC*D 8"E#+(*@$*%: 7'@C($&':$
A<2 3, OCPCI'$$' QD)9, 7'$(%*$K NH R-==A
! 6L' F('' J('## *# @(*:$'9 %: @C($*CDDI ('+I+D'9 :'?#@(*:$,

S@9C$'9M 0,0.,.1

/%0+*1 2%341
5%6#7)1
8'&'+9-$#+1
/%-:$*+%;

W%,@((

W%,@((
W%%@((

W%(@((

WX(@XX

<(( #$:*,

W%G@((

W%G@((
W%X@((

W%,@((

+SL
/%0+*1 2%341
5%6#7)

&(Y
W%@&(

<(( #$:*,

-&Y
W%@-&

OOO@B;55P@Q<R
OOO@62Z2971B;55P;533@Q<R
659;<29@R59;<R2[@Q<R

=>?%0

WGX@G.
WG>@&X

@A+?%0

W%G@-.
W%&@GG

The Free Press corrects
all errorsof fact. If youknow
of an error, please call the
newsroom at 313-222-6600.

Corrections

MICHIGAN
Friday Daily 3 and 4
Midday ...................023 and 1365
Evening..................865 and 8626

Fantasy 5...............4, 19, 27, 33, 35
Keno 1, 6, 9, 11, 13, 14, 17, 20, 29,
31, 37, 40, 51, 54, 56, 57, 58, 60,
67, 72, 78, 79
Mega Millions......... 4, 9, 12, 16, 46
Mega Ball.................................... 44
Friday’s Mega Millions jackpot.$57
MILLION
Saturday’s Classic Lotto 47
jackpot ....................$11.6 MILLION
Friday Pick 3 and 4
Midday ...................125 and 1283

Ten-O Numbers:
Midday.............................................
3, 5, 8, 9, 11, 16, 20, 22, 31, 33, 37,
39, 41, 47, 52, 53, 58, 60, 63, 69
Evening.....1, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 18,
28, 3643, 47, 53, 59, 63, 64, 67, 72,
73, 77
Rolling Cash 5 .....10, 14, 26, 31, 32

Lottery results
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Thanks to recent govern-
ment efforts, unemployment
benefits in Michigan now last
about 11⁄2 years. The problem:
about a third of the state’s job-
less people are not eligible for
this assistance.

The benefits — a govern-
ment safety net created dur-
ing the Great Depression —
have become increasingly im-
portant as thousands ofMichi-
gan workers lose their jobs
each week.

But long-standing rules
that govern the program ex-
clude a variety of workers, in-
cluding many part-time em-
ployees, self-employed people
and certain commission-based
professionals.

The situation has left thou-
sands of Michiganders like
Roger Caruso struggling to
stay afloat amid one of the
state’s toughest jobmarkets in
decades.

Caruso can’t collect unem-
ployment benefits even
though he has been looking for
a job since closing down his
Warren sheetmetal prototype
company at the end of last
year.

“We should have some de-

cent safeguard set up,” the
Ferndale resident said.

Another former self-em-
ployed worker, Barton Foster,
ran his own executive search
and recruiting firm in Livonia
for 18 years. His company, the
Barton Group, paid into the
unemployment system for his
employees.

But faced with a sharp de-
cline in his business, Foster,
58, closed his company last
year. He has been looking for a
job sinceAugust but isn’t eligi-
ble for unemployment bene-
fits.

“Itwould absolutely help if I
could get unemployment ben-
efits now,” he said. “I am in

danger of losing my house.”
About 450,000 people in

Michigan are receiving unem-
ployment benefits out of
682,000 residents counted as
unemployed, according to the
state’s Unemployment Insur-
ance Agency. That leaves out
232,000 Michiganders, or 34%
of the total unemployed.

The program’s rules aren’t
keeping pace with changes in
how people work.

For example, even though
the state is encouraging resi-
dents to start their own busi-
nesses, self-employedworkers
lack any kind of wage insur-
ance should their firms fail.

“We have to create a safety

net that is relevant to these
people,” said Lou Glazer, pres-
ident of the Ann Arbor think
tank Michigan Future Inc.
“The whole system has to be
rethought.”

What’s being done
To help tackle the problem,

theNational EmploymentLaw
Project — an advocacy group
for low-wage and jobless
workers — has been trying to
pass bills in Lansing that
would enable laid-off part-
time workers to qualify for un-
employment benefits.

Money that would pay for
this provision for the next two
years has already been set
aside by the federal govern-
ment as part of the national
economic stimulus package.
But Michigan must alter its
regulations in order to claim it.

The bills also would enable
workers currently eligible for
unemployment benefits to re-
ceive an extension of the bene-
fits, if necessary, while they
undergo training for new jobs.

“What we are really debat-
ing is, ‘Dowewant a good safe-
ty net system or not?’ ” said
Rick McHugh, an NELP attor-
ney and the group’s Midwest
coordinator.

These bills, however, face
opposition from the Michigan
Chamber of Commerce, which
represents about 7,000 busi-
nesses, trade associations and
others.

It fears employers will get
stuck with the additional cost
of these benefits after the fed-
eral money runs out.

Michigan already owes the
federal governmentmore than
$2 billion that it borrowed be-
cause it ran out of money to
pay unemployment benefits.

“Businesses are struggling,
there is a cash crunch … and
now the state Legislature is
asking employers to dig fur-
ther into their already empty
pockets,” said Wendy Block,
the chamber’s director of
health policy and human re-
sources.

Even if the bills pass,
McHugh acknowledges that a
lot more work needs to be
done to modernize the state’s
unemployment system.

“These are a couple of baby
steps in the right direction,”
he said. “People care about un-
employment insurance that
never did before.”

That’s the case with Darryl
Rasper, 39. The former manu-
facturing consultant for Gen-
eral Motors Corp. assumed he
could collect unemployment
benefits when the automaker
canceled his contract and oth-
ers in January.

The self-employed contrac-
tor filed for the benefits only to
later discover he wasn’t eligi-
ble. He said he thinks self-em-
ployed workers should be giv-
en the option of deciding
whether or not to pay into the
system.

“It kind of stinks that we
don’t get the unemployment
benefits,” the Washington
Township resident said. “Peo-
ple’s businesses are going
down.”
" CONTACT KATHERINE YUNG: 313-222-8763
OR KYUNG@FREEPRESS.COM

Jobless workers urge benefit changes
Average,
second
quarter
2008

through
first

quarter
2009

Michigan’s true
unemployment rate
The state’s official unemploy-
ment rate stood at 14.1% in
May. However, this rate
excludes people too discour-
aged to look for a job, those
who want a job but aren’t
currently searching for one,
and part-time workers who
couldn’t find full-time jobs.
Including these factors,
Michigan’s unemployment
rate is much higher.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Michigan Unemployment Insurance Agency Detroit Free Press

State
unemployment
benefits

Federal emergency
unemployment
compensation

Extended
unemployment
benefits

26
WEEKS

33
WEEKS

20
WEEKS

Lengthening
the safety net
Thanks to federal
money, Michigan has
been able to extend the
amount of time
qualified jobless
workers can collect
unemployment benefits.
Here’s the breakdown of
the extensions that
have been added:

Each eligible unemployed Michigander
can now collect:

Maximum = 79 weeks ($387-per-week maximum)2005
2006

2007
2008

17.2%

12.0%12.0% 12.2%12.2% 12.8%12.8%
15.1%15.1%

12.0% 12.2% 12.8%
15.1%

By KATHERINE YUNG
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER

Out of the safety net
Everyone who loses their job

doesn’t automatically qualify
for unemployment benefits.
Under state regulations, here
are some of the categories of
workers who cannot receive
aid:
" Workers who made less than
$4,306.50 during a specific time
frame determined by the state.
" Self-employed workers.
" Independent contractors.
" Part-time workers who are
looking for another part-time
job.
" Real-estate salespeople,
investment company sales
representatives and insurance
agents and solicitors who are
paid wholly or mainly on com-
mission.
" Some home improvement and
home remodeling salespeople.
" Farm workers, except those
who work for an employer with
a cash payroll of at least
$20,000 in a calendar quarter.
" Religious organization work-
ers, though some organizations
have voluntarily elected to
cover their employees.
" Household workers, except
those who work for employers
with a cash payroll of at least
$1,000 in a calendar quarter.
" Elected officials and govern-
ment officials in major pol-
icymaking positions.
Source: Michigan Unemployment Insurance
Agency
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CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

BELOWCOST DOORBUSTERS!

WE WILL NEVER BE UNDERSOLD!

FATHER’S DAY
FASHION BLOWOUT!
• Stripe Polos • Woven Shirts • Wallets
• Cargo Shorts • Plaid Sport Shirts
• Fashion Denim Shorts • Print Tees
• Assorted Gift Sets • Shavers • 2-Piece Linen Sets • More

$4
STARTING AT

to first 50 customers

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
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GOLF SHIRT • GRAPHIC TEE

SATURDAY • SUNDAY
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First 50 customers only. Must present coupon. Coupon has
no cash value. Valid 6/20/09 only at all Forman Mills.
No purchase necessary.

With any $20 purchase. Must present coupon. Coupon has
no cash value. Not valid on layaway or gift certificates.
Valid 6/20-21/09 only at all Forman Mills.

FREE GIFT
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BELOW COST BELOW COST
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DAD’S DAY
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& ACTIVEWEAR

4for
$5

3for
$10 $8

2for
$10

GRAPHIC TEES
SHORTS • MUSCLE TEES
GOLF SHIRTS • TANKS

POCKET TEES
REG
& BIG
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REEBOK • BODY GLOVE • ADIDAS
MESH & DAZZLE COORDINATES

BOARD SHORTS
PERFORMANCE TOPS

3-PACK
BOXERS &
A-SHIRTS

BIG MENS
• FASHION TEES
• DENIM & PLAID
SHORTS

• CASUAL
PANTS

YOUR
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FREE
Genuine Leather
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SATURDAY ONLY!

GIFTS FOR DAD

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com
SUN 10AM-7PM
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DETROIT, MI
11950 Warren Ave & Conner St

313.347.0011

DETROIT, MI
10000 EAST 8 MILE ROAD
313.454.2411
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Model T Plaza • Woodward Ave

313.422.0028
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