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Oh, pain! More rain
But cooler and less muggy. 
FORECAST, 2A
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High Low

CAPTAIN AWESOME!
SPORTS, 1CLIDSTROM WINS 7TH NORRIS TROPHY 

Nicklas Lidstrom was named
the NHL’s top defenseman.
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WASHINGTON — By year’s end,
10,000 troops will leave Afghanistan,
President Barack Obama said Wednes-
day, signaling a deep drawdown in a
nearly decade-long war that has cost
hundreds of billions
of dollars and the
lives of more than
1,500 U.S. troops.

He called for re-
ducing American
presence by one-
third — at least
33,000 troops — by
September 2012, re-
moving all troops
sent in the surge he
announced in 2009.

“It is time to fo-
cus on nation-building here at home,” he
said.

Some critics said the drawdown is
too slow, while others said it could em-
bolden the enemy. 

“This is based on political consider-
ations he’s trying to sell at home and not
on conditions on the ground,” said
House Intelligence Committee Chair-
man Mike Rogers, a Howell Republican. 

Senate Armed Services Committee
Chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich., said he
would pull troops out faster in advance
of a 2014 transfer to Afghan security
forces but that the president is on the
right path. “He’s doing this for the right
reasons,” he said. 
" ANALYSIS: ENDGAME IN DOUBT. 8A
" EDITORIAL: KEEP AL-QAIDA IN CHECK. 16A

Afghanistan
troop exit
will start
with 10,000
Enemy boost feared as
others say plan too slow
By TODD SPANGLER
FREE PRESS WASHINGTON STAFF

President Barack
Obama will reduce
troops by a third by
late next year. 

Associated Press

Detroit Public Schools
emergency manager Roy

Roberts marched across his
private conference room
Wednesday morning and
pointed to a whiteboard
where he had drawn in black
marker a chart showing the
new top hierarchy for the
school district.

It had only seven jobs,
down from the current 30.

But we ain’t seen nothing
yet.

Roberts, the former Gener-
al Motors executive who has
been with DPS for only five
weeks, said he expects to
make massive employee cuts.
He also plans to cancel and
rebid every major contract in

an effort to eliminate a 
$227-million deficit and run
the city schools like a busi-
ness — a business that will
pay dividends to the commu-
nity by successfully educating
its children.

Roberts, who said his
prime mission is to fully edu-
cate children, said the district
will keep only the number of
employees it can afford, in-
cluding all 4,400 teaching 

ROY ROBERTS ON DPS FUTURE

Every job, contract on line
He’s ready to trim — starting at the top 

ROCHELLE RILEY

ANDRE J. JACKSON/Detroit Free Press

Detroit Public Schools emergency
manager Roy Roberts said the
primary focus will be on educa-
tion, rather than corruption.See RILEY, PAGE 8A

dian oil sands, which data from the
company show will increase pollut-
ants, irritating environmentalists.

Some residents who live near the
refinery also accuse Marathon of
making lowball offers to buy their
houses, which the company wants for
parking or green space. 

Residents, whose homes are in the
dirtiest ZIP code in Michigan, com-
plain that the purchase agreements
would bar them from suing Marathon
for any future health problems. 

Marathon denies these accusa-

As it prepares to ramp up work on
a long-delayed $2.2-billion expansion
of its southwest Detroit oil refinery,
Marathon Petroleum is stirring con-
troversy among environmentalists
and residents of two polluted neigh-
borhoods where it has been trying to
buy homes.

The expansion promises to create
135 jobs and generate millions of dol-
lars in tax revenues. Even more im-
portant, Marathon says, it will help
ensure that Michigan’s only oil refin-
ery will operate well into the future.

The project has been fully ap-
proved and when complete, will en-
able Marathon to process more Cana-

tions, saying the offers are based on
fair market value.

“We have tried to be more than
fair,” Marathon spokeswoman Chris
Fox said. “We want to be a good
neighbor.”
" MANY EAGER FOR FRESH START. 10A
" WORK COULD HIT PEAK THIS FALL. 10A
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The expansion of the Marathon refinery in southwest Detroit, Michigan’s only oil refinery, promises 135 jobs and millions of dollars
in tax revenues. But some of its neighbors are already worried about toxins affecting their health and an increase in pollution.

REFINERY DILEMMA: JOBS VS. POLLUTION

Marathon expansion promises jobs
and cash, but health worries persist
By KATHERINE YUNG
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER

Having sold her home near Marathon,
Arnette Ford, right, says good-bye to
Adrienne Crawford-Hill. Ford and her
husband are moving to North Carolina. 
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A ‘SMART KID’
7-year-old boy
driver charged
as questions
still linger
METRO, 4A

SUMMER SPLASH

Your complete
guide to Detroit
River Days fest
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OUTDOOR TREATS
Try these savory
and sweet ideas
on the campfire
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Roberts’ keys
to success
" Cancel and rebid all Detroit
Public Schools contracts. 
" Reduce jobs to a number
the district can afford.
" Cut top administration
from 30 positions to seven.
" Retain 4,400 teaching posi-
tions; no plans to put Eastern
Michigan University faculty
into DPS classrooms.

####
FOR FIAT 500

MARK PHELAN’S REVIEW, 1E

Video, pics of SW Detroit
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COVER STORY!MARATHON EXPANSION

After a lengthy delay, one of
Michigan’s biggest construc-
tion projects in recent years is
expected to hit its peak of ac-
tivity this fall, employing 1,300
workers in southwest Detroit.

Marathon Petroleum is
about halfway through up-
grading equipment at its De-
troit refinery and expanding
the facility, the only one in
Michigan. Though the $2.2-bil-
lion project began three years
ago, the work is slated to signif-
icantly ramp up in September
or October.

The expansion will allow
Marathon to process more Ca-
nadian oil sands, which will in-
crease pollutants from the re-
finery from 2009 levels.

Marathon has promised to
add 60 jobs and 75 contract po-
sitions after the project is com-
pleted in the second half of
2012. The company has 560
employees, including 160 con-
tract workers, at the Detroit
refinery. The expanded refin-
ery also is expected to gener-

ate $230 million in additional
city tax revenues during the
next 20 years as well as an esti-
mated $85 million in local and
state taxes from wages and
other spending.

Most important, the invest-
ment helps ensure that the 81-
year-old refinery will remain
open well into the future.

“This project takes us from
being one of the slower ante-
lopes to at least being in the
middle of the pack,” said Tracy
Case, manager of Marathon’s
Michigan Refining Division.

But the massive investment
is not without controversy. Af-
ter the expansion, the refinery
will be able to significantly in-
crease the amount of heavy
crude oil it processes. A key
source of this heavy crude is
the huge supply of oil sands in
Canada. But environmental-
ists oppose tapping into the oil
sands because they say it is the
dirtiest source of oil.

Marathon also has not suc-
ceeded in hiring large numbers
of Detroit residents, some-
thing it had agreed to do when

it received the Detroit City
Council’s approval for $178 mil-
lion in city tax breaks during a
23-year period.

Marathon, which is based in
Findlay, Ohio, is investing bil-
lions in its Detroit refinery in
order to significantly increase
its profits. After the project is
finished, the refinery will be
able to process 80,000 more
barrels of heavy crude oil a day
into gasoline, diesel and as-

phalt. This heavy crude oil is
less expensive than other
forms of oil and provides other
financial advantages.

“If Detroit were running to-
day with the kind of differen-
tials we’re seeing (between
Western Canadian select and
Louisiana light sweet crude),
its profitability would be ex-
traordinary,” Clarence Caza-
lot, Marathon Oil’s CEO, told
analysts in February.

The refinery also will be
able to produce 120,000 bar-
rels of oil a day, up 13% from the
current 106,000. That means
more gasoline and other fuels
for Michigan.

Case said the Canadian oil
sands are a more stable and se-
cure source of oil than imports
from the Middle East. But Josh
Mogerman, a spokesman for
the Natural Resources De-
fense Council, said extracting
this oil requires more energy
and water than digging a well,
and the refining process re-
leases a lot more sulfur and
heavy metals into the air.

Marathon’s own data shows
that total emissions of carbon
monoxide, nitrogen oxides,
sulfur dioxide and other pollut-
ants at its Detroit refinery will
increase from 1,265 tons in
2009 to 1,500 tons a year after
the expansion project is fin-
ished. That’s an increase of 235
tons a year, or 18.6%. But it is
much lower than the 5,507 tons
of emissions generated in 1999.

Despite the environmental
concerns, the refinery expan-
sion got the go-ahead from city
and state officials, desperate

for jobs in a city with far too
few of them. Of the $2.2 billion,
about half will be invested at
the existing refinery and half in
a new site adjacent to the facil-
ity that was once occupied by a
steel company.

But so far, few of the new
jobs have gone to Detroit resi-
dents. Of the 45 people hired so
far for the 60 permanent jobs,
13, or 29%, live in Detroit. Mar-
athon also had promised that
51% of the construction and
other temporary workers
hired for the expansion project
would be Detroiters. The best
it has been able to do so far is
42% in June 2009.

Rhonda Anderson, an envi-
ronmental justice organizer
for the Sierra Club, said many
Detroit residents have applied
for the jobs at Marathon and
been turned down.

Marathon said it has strug-
gled to hire more Detroiters
because they account for only
about 10% of the membership
at the many trade unions that
it works with. “We want to hire
as many Detroit residents as
we can,” said Chris Fox, a Mar-
athon spokeswoman.

Refinery to create jobs, add tax revenues
Goal of hiring many Detroiters not yet met 
By KATHERINE YUNG
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER

PATRICIA BECK/Detroit Free Press

Construction continues on the new coker site at the Marathon Refinery
in southwest Detroit. The project is expected to hit its peak in the fall.

The houses are disappear-
ing on Pleasant Street. Turn
right on Patricia Street, and
only three vacant homes are
left. And on nearby Liddesdale
Street, piles of dirt and cement
stand where many families
once lived.

In this southwest Detroit
neighborhood with an expand-
ing Marathon Petroleum refin-
ery on one end and a new re-
tention basin for sewage over-
flow on the other, the residents
who have not left are desper-
ate to move, weary of the dirty
air, chemical fumes and the
constant noise of trucks bar-
reling by on I-75.

“It’s a toxic wasteland,”
said Adrienne Crawford-Hill,
who has lived at 12516 Pleasant
St. for decades and dreams of
moving to Phoenix or North
Carolina to escape the dust
that constantly accumulates
on her window sills and cars.
“It’s not so pleasant.”

She and many of her neigh-
bors who live around the cor-
ner on Liebold Street want
Marathon to buy them out. But
according to some residents
who have contacted the com-
pany, the money Marathon is
willing to pay isn’t enough for
them to leave the pollution be-
hind and make a fresh start
elsewhere.

Marathon says it is offering
residents the fair market value
for their homes and is not forc-
ing anyone to leave. It wants to
create green space around its
81-year-old Detroit refinery,
which is in the midst of a $2.2-
billion expansion.

Pollution and health concerns
The standoff illustrates the

complexities and difficulties
involved in converting resi-
dential areas into other uses,
even in a city with an over-
abundance of living space. The

issue is more pressing than in
other parts of Detroit because
of the pollution problems af-
fecting the neighborhood, part
of the dirtiest ZIP code in
Michigan.

So far, Marathon has pur-
chased two homes in the area
of Liebold and Pleasant
Streets and has outstanding
offers on three others. On the
other side of the refinery, it has
bought two homes and two
businesses in the Oakwood
Heights neighborhood.

It’s not a secret that south-
west Detroit is a hotbed for
heavy industry, with a city in-
cinerator and factories that
produce everything from steel
and coal.

Rhonda Anderson, an envi-
ronmental-justice organizer
for the Sierra Club, said Mara-
thon is not the worst polluter,
but it is a major contributor to
the problem. “No one is trying
to stop new jobs, but at the
same time, it is killing us,” she
said.

Crawford-Hill and several
other residents say that the air
quality in their neighborhood
has worsened since the refin-
ery expansion began three
years ago. They accuse Mara-

thon of dumping toxins into
the sewer line that runs by
their homes. Marathon denies
this.

What Marathon says
“We stay well within our

permitted emissions,” said
spokeswoman Chris Fox, not-
ing that the refinery has re-
duced its total emissions since
1999 by 76%.

She said Marathon plans to
install a carbon bed system
that would remove odors from
the wastewater that its refin-
ery generates. Fox also noted
that the company has not vio-
lated any wastewater-dis-
charge rules.

Since 2008, the Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality has issued five viola-
tions against the company,
four of them within the last
year. Three of them involve

odors that “constitute an un-
reasonable interference with
the comfortable enjoyment of
life and property.”

State Rep. Rashida Tlaib,
D-Detroit, said she is con-
cerned that Marathon’s pur-
chase agreements contain pro-
visions that would prevent res-
idents from suing the company
in the future over health prob-
lems caused by pollution from
its refinery. 

“A lot of residents, when we
met with them, had no idea the
clause was there,” she said.

Fox said the provisions
were contained in a couple of
previous purchase agree-
ments but are no longer in
them.

Ready to go, if the price is right
For now, many residents

are stuck in limbo. Regina
Smith said that she did not ac-

cept Marathon’s offer to buy
her house at 775 Liebold be-
cause it was too low.

Like many residents,
Smith’s mortgage was paid off
a long time ago. “We didn’t
create the situation, so why
should we pay for it?” she said.

Her neighbor, Tracie Stew-
art, also wants to sell if she can
find another house downriver.
“With what they are offering, I
can’t buy the house I need,”
said Stewart, a stay-at-home
mom who has three young chil-
dren.

A few residents have ac-
cepted Marathon’s offers, in-
cluding the Rev. Earnest Ford
and his wife, Arnette Ford.

“We thank God that we got
delivered out of here,” Arnette
Ford said. “The area is not liv-
able anymore. We’re praying
for the others.”

The Fords could not reveal

what Marathon had paid them
for their house at 779 Patricia
St. because of confidentiality
agreements they signed with
the company. On Monday,
they plan to move to Winston-
Salem, N.C.

Crawford-Hill said she is
negotiating with Marathon ov-
er the sale of her home.

But in the Oakwood Heights
neighborhood, Linda Martin,
who lives on Colonial Street,
said Marathon’s offer for her
home was not enough to en-
able her to make a down pay-
ment on another house.

“My husband and I do not
want to start house payments
again,” said the 61-year-old re-
tiree whose car is constantly
coated with silver particles.
“We can’t afford to just walk
away from our home.”
" CONTACT KATHERINE YUNG: 313-222-8763 
OR KYUNG@FREEPRESS.COM

Marathon’s neighbors want a fresh start

Earnest and Arnette Ford sold their home and are ready to move. Some
neighbors say they can’t afford to go based on what Marathon is offer-
ing. It’s fair market value, the company says, and no one has to leave. 

Photos by PATRICIA BECK/Detroit Free Press

Living on Pleasant Street is “not so pleasant,” says Adrienne Crawford-Hill, who has made her home there for decades. “It’s a toxic wasteland,” 
she says, in part because of tankers that leave her car constantly covered with dust. She and Marathon are negotiating the sale of her home. 

They’re desperate to escape
fumes, health worries, noise 
By KATHERINE YUNG
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER
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For Regina Smith, the issue is the stink that comes from drains on
Liebold Street, the street on which she lives. She and others say Mara-
thon is dumping toxins through the sewer system. Marathon denies it. 

Tracie Stewart, 38, and her 5-year-old son Ludecius Stewart Jr. also live
on Liebold. She says Marathon, which plans to create green space near
the refinery, isn’t offering enough money to buy what her family needs. 


